
Dear Sisters and Brothers,


	 I hope this lettre finds you all well and that you are able to enjoy the easing of 
restrictions in our province. We have news to share, and because of COVID-19 we need to go 
about it a rather strange way.  This letter was sent on on May 19.  It is our hope that it will be 
sent by email and on Facebook on May 20th.

	 In the first week of, May Bishop David Edwards informed us that the Rev’d. John 
Galbraith’s position as the Director of Camp Medley would change from being part-time to 
being full-time starting on June 1st, 2020.  This means that at the end of May John will no 
longer serve as the associate priest of St. John the Evangelist Church.

	 While we celebrate with John, knowing that camp ministry, and in particular Camp 
Medley,  has always held a special place in his heart, we feel this news is bitter-sweet. John 
has ministered to our church family since 1997.  I have it on good authority, that our hugging 
culture is largely attributed to him. John’s steadfast ministry to our children, young people and 
seniors alike has been blessed indeed. We are so thankful for the gift he has been to so many 
of us. 

	 While John’s role is changing in the Diocese, he still feels very closely tied to St. John’s 
and does not wish to make another church his home.  We are very pleased to see that John, 
Jackie, Jesse, Braden and Ellie will continue to worship with us at St. Johns and to be a part 
of our church family.

	 On a personal note, I would like to thank John for his partnership in ministry.  Not just 
in the past (nearly) four years at St. John’s but in the past fifteen through TEC and shared 
youth ministry.  John has been an encouragement to me, someone with whom I could gain 
clarity through patient conversation and a friend to be light-hearted with, even in hard times.   
John, may God continue to bless you as you minister to others in his name.	 

	 As with all change there is some element of fear.  I would encourage us all to keep 
John and his family in our prayers.  In particular, I would ask that we pray for God’s perfect 
peace, for wisdom and direction as John takes on this vital role in our diocese.  Please pray 
also for me as the Rector and for our vestry as we discern what is next for the staff and 
ministry of St. John’s Church.  We know that this news will be hard for some of us.  So please 
let us uphold one another in prayer and support one another by reaching out over the phone 
and Online.  And please remember John and I are just a phone call away.

	 COVID-19 is currently hindering our ability to celebrate John’s ministry in a way that we 
would like.  Be assured that, when restrictions are lifted, we will have a proper party to 
commemorate this milestone.  

	 May God bless you.


Paul Ranson


